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DEDICATION 
To all the heroic and wonderful people . . . Doctors, Nurses, Police- 
men, Firemen, Light and Power Men, Gas Men, Red Cross, and to 
all volunteers and especially those who worked long weary hours 
digging and clawing their way through tons of debris at the VA Hos- 
pital in Sylmar to release the living and the dead... and to just YOU 
for being helpful to someone. 
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KILLER QUAKE 


By TOM MURRAY 


Sylmar, California — February 9, 1971 — Time six 
a.m, It was a quiet Tuesday morning. Shorty Meyer sat 
in his office on Bledsoe Street looking over the day’s 
work sheets. A pretty young woman employee reported 
for work on the six a.m, shift at the VA Hospital on 
Sayre Street. She would be the 62nd victim of the 
Killer Quake. Arthur Mikkelsen was driving his pickup 
truck with his passenger, Milton F. Gonne, towards 
Newhall. Norman J. Stewart reported for work on the 
six a.m. shift at the VA Hospital; he was a survivor of 
Pearl Harbor and was reputed to have fired the first 
shot at the attacking Japanese planes. Among those 
going on shift at the VA Hospital that fatal morning 
was Frank Carbonara, Gerald Danhieux, who lives 
around the corner from me on Borden Street, got up to 
shut off the alarm clock in the next room; his wife was 
awake, 

At 6:01 all hell broke loose. For more than one 
violent minute Los Angeles and suburbs rocked and 
rolled in the jaws of a jolting killer quake. The violent 
series of earth movements began with one sharp jolt, 
intensifying each second, and peaked in 45 long sec- 
onds to a shuddering crescendo of rocking and swaying, 
The earth pent its maximum force in the next eight 
seconds, then tapered off in a slow series of shocks and 
tremors, It was the worst quake to hit California in 38 
years; it took sights on the San Fernando and Santa 
Clarita Valleys, scoring a direct hit. The destruction 
spread almost like the ring on a pond after the rock’s 
initial splash. 

Shorty Meyer tried with all his might to get up from 
his office chair. Tt was as though he was held firmly 
down by an invisible giant hand, This saved his life, 
for a few feet away tons of storage cabinets went tum- 
bling down. Mikkelsen and Gonne were not so fortu- 
nate; they were crushed to death when a concrete 
overpass on the Golden State Freeway collapsed atop 
their pickup truck, compressing the vehicle to 12 inches 
in height. Back of my camp, the Bill Hawkins and the 
Seitz families were fighting the killer quake, Across 
from me, Mrs, Santos was picked up, spun around like 
a wheel, banging her head against the wall, When she 
landed, her fect were where her head had been, 

Norman J, Stewart, along with forty-one others. was 
killed when the hospital buildings collapsed. Frank 
Carbonara had ducked under a kitchen sink when the 
quake struck. For the next 58 hours he crouched there. 
gulping air and thinking. Doctors at Harbor General 
Hospital, where he was taken for treatment and obser- 
vation, said, “His mere existence and survival are a 
kind of miracle.” 

Carbonara didn’t quite see it that way. “Life.” he 
said (his voice was hoarse but strong), “life — that’s the 
miracle, Not enough just to be around, not just to exist: 
« man has got to live, or it’s nothing.” At first, just 
existence was a surprise, “I thought IT was dead,” he 


said. “The noise and the darkness . . . and then the 
silence. I closed my eyes and waited, said a prayer God 
would forgive my sins, Nobody lives forever.” 

Gerald Danhieux said, “Everything was shaking and 
then the roof came down on top of me, Everything was 
dark. I called to Linda, but she didn’t answer. The kids 
were screaming. I had to get to them.” Danhicux said 
he clawed his way on hands and knees through the 
wreckage of his bedroom and broke through a small 
window just below the gable of the roof. “I busted a 
window to the kids’ bedroom and got them out. T called 
for my wife but T couldn’t hear anything, I got the 
children into the car and drove them to my dad, Law- 
rence, who lives only about a mile away. 

“Then I came back with my dad and with the help 
of neighbors we began digging through the wreckage 
for Linda. We lifted part of the wall up and dad saw 
her. She was dead, She didn’t have a chance.” At the 
very beginning of the quake, before the terrific earth 
movement, his one daughter ran out of the house and 
for a time was believed buricd in the ruins of their 
home. When found in a dazed condition, she said she 
had a feeling that some great monster had come to 
destroy everyone. 

This home was built about sixty vears ago by a vice 
president of the Union Pacific Railroad who had the 
rock hauled in from Arizona. It was known in Sylmar 
as the “old rock-house.” 

I live about a half of a mile from Olive View and 
about three or four miles from the VA Hospital on 
Sayre Street. Peter McCrea told me that his father, 
Joel, described it as WILD! Their ranch is about fifty 
miles north of Los Angeles. If it was wild there, | 
haven’t the words to describe it here; my pictures tell it 
best. I was lifted, bounced, pushed, shoved, bruised, 
finally I landed under the bed, The worst part for me 
was that unholy eerie sound. It’s difficult to describe — 
like being surrounded by fifty thousand huge machines 
that are grinding apart for lack of oil and their parts 
are falling all around you and on you, T thought the end 
of the world had come and that the man in the pink 
nightic had come to take me home. Strange about that 
voice. Anne Meyer and Mrs, Seitz said they can’t 
recall hearing a sound during the quake and they live 
within a block of me. 

County Engineer John A. Lambie released details on 
the widespread destruction caused by the killer quake. 
Lambie reported that more than 3300 dwelling units 
and commercial buildings were damaged in the un- 
incorporated area of the county, causing an estimated 
$6,400,000 in losses. Preliminary structural damage to 
county buildings was listed at $102,500.000. This total 
includes massive damage incurred at Olive View Medi- 
cal Center and old Olive View, $34,000,000; San Fer- 
nando Valley Juvenile Hall, $6,000,000; and Karl 
Holton Boys Camp, $2,500,000. Structural damage to 


all other county buildings, according to Lambie, was 
estimated at $8,000,000. Equipment, furniture, mechan- 
ical, electrical, nonstructural site work and utility losses 
were placed at $52,000,000; Holy Cross Hospital, 
$6,000,000. 

In the Newhall-Valencia area, 757 buildings and 
1540 mobile homes were affected by the temblor. 
Kagel, Lopez and Little Tujunga Canyons, four miles 
east of San Fernando, reported extensive damage to 
163 homes and mobile units. 

State geologists reported that the San Gabriel Moun- 
tains between Big and Little Tujunga canyons are four 
feet taller now than they were before the Feb. 9 earth- 
quake, Douglas Morton, a geologist with the State Divis- 
ion of Mines and Geology, said, “Either the mountains 
rose four feet or the valley floor fell four feet.” He 
added, “The mountains also moved from three to four 
feet lengthwise in an east-west direction, as a result of 
compression,” 

In this recent Killer Quake, twelve overpass bridges 
fell into freeway lanes, Four main arteries were closed. 
Lights failed as the first quake struck and bright flashes 
from exploding power transformers cast a blue light in 
the predawn sky. Broken gas lines touched off hundreds 
of fires, City firemen answered 456 alarms in the first 
cight hours. As morning came, smoke from a score of 
major blazes rose into the sky. The damage runs into 
millions. School repair alone will be $225 million. 

Heaviest death toll occurred in San Fernando Valley, 
epicenter of the jolting, rumbling temblor. Emergency 
crews evacuated an 80-square mile area in the vicinity 
of Van Norman Dam, Mission Hills. The dam suffered 
severe cracks from the quake. Two died in the struc- 
tural collapse at Olive View Hospital and Sanitarium, 
14701 Foothill Blvd., Sylmar, 

A bridge collapse claimed a life in Newhall. Tons of 
brick toppling off Midnight Mission at Second and Los 
Angeles Streets in downtown Los Angeles killed an- 
other. Heart attacks during the quake killed two persons 
in North Hollywood and one person each in San Fer- 
nando, South Central Los Angeles, downtown Los Ange- 
les, Glendale and Newhall. 

Bob Dutton, a patient at the VA Hospital in Sylmar, 
was in a wheelchair when the quake hit. “I learned to 
walk,” he said, “I jumped for the door and when I 
reached the hall and turned around to look back there 
was nothing there — just wide open space. It looked 
like someone had sliced the building off.” 

At Olive View, three five-story sections of the huge 
complex were declared a total loss. More than 600 
patients were at the facility. “The building shook like 
it was being wrung by the neck,” said Dr. John D. 
Arberberry, who was administering oxygen to an asthma 
patient. “We were all knocked to our knees.” He said 
the doors jammed and they crawled out through a hole 
in the wall. Mrs. Maxine Price, a nurse at Olive View, 
said patients were just being awakened for their 6 a.m. 
medications. “It was simply horrible,” she said. “Every- 
thing came down around us — the lights, the walls.” 


In Newhall, fire destroyed the J. &J. Tire Store at 
Newhall and Lyons avenues, severely damaged the 
William S. Hart High School at First and Newhall Ave- 
nues, and triggered uncounted other fires. The Thatcher 
Glass Co. sustained $10 million damage when all four 
of its furnaces cracked. 

The giant tremor swayed Los Angeles’ new forest of 
high-rise buildings, Jutting Occidental Towers’ three- 
building complex has been closed as building crews 
check for structural damage. Olvera Street, a picturesque 
tourist attraction adjacent to the Plaza in the heart of 
old Los Angeles, was a shambles of collapsed stalls and 
strewn merchandise. The quake was so intense it briefly 
knocked out some voice communications with the 
Manned Spacecraft Center in Houston. 

Buildings swayed and cracked from Los Angeles west 
to Santa Monica, southeast to Hollywood and Burbank, 
Power transformers popped like firecrackers and high 
voltage lines snapped. Three churches were severely 
damaged in Pasadena, one of them almost collapsing 
onto the street. The Baptist Church was leaning over 
onto Colorado, The ornament atop Pasadena City Hall’s 
dome was twisted at a 90 degree angle by the whip 
action of the quake. 

Downtown Los Angeles streets glittered with glass 
amid bits of masonry. Virtually all plate glasses in some 
stores along Broadway were knocked out. A huge cor- 
nice fell from the First Methodist Church at Hope and 
Eighth Streets, narrowly missing people on the corner. 
The heavy material shattered like shrapnel across the 
intersection. A five inch crack was reported in a 12th 
floor concrete wall at the downtown Hall of Justice. 

At press time for this new edition (April 1971) I 
talked to Al Correia at the San Fernando Chamber of 
Commerce. This is what he told me (the city is 2.42 
square miles in area with a population of 17,000: Loss to 
public property, streets, water wells, etc., was four mil- 
lion dollars; loss to private homes was twelve million 
dollars; loss to commercial and industrial buildings was 
ten and a half million dollars. How many were injured 
is unknown, The Rev. Luis Valbuena of Santa Rosa 
Church organized an emergency earthquake relief center 
which for nine days provided hot meals and other 
necessities to thousands who were homeless or without 
utilities, Recently Rev. Valbuena was honored with reso- 
lutions from the State Senate and Assembly on behalf 
of agencies, organizations and individuals for his work 
for all races and creeds during the quake emergency. 
Senator Tom Carrell and Assemblyman Jim Keysor 
presented plaques, 

Jo Ann Day at the Sylmar Chamber of Commerce 
told me that Sylmar has an area of 23 square miles and 
a population of 53 thousand of which 8% has moved 
away since the quake, She told me that 10,800 private 
homes need quake repair, 350 industrial and commer- 
cial buildings received major damage, 36 apartments 
must be vacated, 280 businesses suffered a severe or 
total loss. 


Sylmar means “Sea of Trees” and referred originally 
to the extensive olive groves, the largest in the world. 
Over the past 15 years the olive and orange groves are 
gradually being replaced by homes. 

Most of the people I have talked to in the Sylmar 
area are very unhappy that the loans are too slow in 
processing and that the interest rate is much too high. 

The earliest recorded quake in California is listed as 
occurring on July 28, 1769, in the Los Angeles region. 
Four shocks were experienced near the present site of 
Olive, in Orange County, on the Santa Ana River. 
Many more shocks were felt during the next several 
days by the Portola Expedition. The incomplete records 
strongly suggest a major earthquake with numerous 
strong aftershocks, possibly continuing into 1770. 

These earthquakes inspired Father Crespi of the 
Portola Expedition to name the river beside which they 
camped during the tremors “The River of the Sweetest 
Name of Jesus of the Earthquake.” Later the stream 
came to be called the Santa Ana River. 

Earthquakes are classified into three depth ranges, 
shallow, intermediate and deep. This earthquake was of 
shallow depth, as are most earthquakes, These are the 
most destructive. There are two principal active regions, 
a rather narrow belt extending around the margins of 
the Pacific Ocean and a wedge-shaped area lying across 
southern Asia, Asia Minor, the Mediterranean region 
with its broad base in China and the point off the coast 
of Portugal. 

The circumpacific belt thus includes the western 
coasts of North and South America, the Aleutians, 
Kamchatka, the Kuriles, Japan, the Philippines and a 
strip through the East Indies to New Zealand. 

The wedge-shaped area includes among others, por- 
tions of Mongolia, southern and western China, Tibet. 
Bulgaria, Greece, Italy, Algeria and Portugal, 

Preliminary study of this earthquake has led special- 
ists to suspect that the chances of a truly catastrophic 
quake in the area are as great as ever, Dr. Jerry P. 
Eaton of the National Center for Earthquakes in Menlo 
Park, California, said in a telephone interview that. 
instead of relieving strain along the San Andreas Fault, 
the quake may have increased it. 

A number of earthquake specialists have warned that 
an accumulation of strain along that fault, which skirts 
San Francisco and passes near Los Angeles, threatens 
an earthquake like the one which struck San Francisco 
in 1906. The energy released in the latter earthquake is 
thought to have been about 600 times greater than that 
of 1971, 

Three of the largest earthquakes on record were at 
New Madrid, Missouri in 1811, Charleston, South Caro- 
lina in 1886 and Yakutat Bay, Alaska in 1899. 

In the Monterey quake of June, 1838, the missions 
of Yerba Buena (San Francisco), Santa Clara, and San 
Jose were damaged, 

The greatest California quake of all, it is thought, 
took place January 9, 1857, in Southern California. It is 


believed to have been at least as strong as the 1906 
quake. The ground surface was broken and displaced 
along the San Andreas Fault from San Luis Obispo 
County to San Bernardino. 

According to Dr, Richter, this was the most recent 
great earthquake in Southern California. He wrote in 
the Bulletin of the Scismological Society that the water 
in the bed of the Los Angeles River was thrown out of 
the stream and the ground was cracked and fissured in 
the San Gabriel Valley and water gushed out. 

The Owens Valley quake, March 26, 1872, the shock 
of which was felt throughout the state dislodged masses 
of granite and ice from the face of the eastern escarp- 
ment of the Sierra Nevada, 

The San Francisco quake and fire, 1906, which 
killed more than 600 people, destroyed 28,000. build- 
ings and made 100,000 people homeless. 

The Imperial Valley quake, May 1940, involved 
enormous damage to highways. canals and buildings. 
Displacement along the San Andreas Fault was 15 feet 
in some places. 

In all, the Coast and Geodetic Survey lists almost 500 
earthquakes that have caused damage to life and prop- 
erty in California since 1769. 

Among the best known of these relatively minor but 
damaging earthquakes are the Santa Barbara quake in 
June 1925, in which 12 died and the Santa Barbara 
Mission lost its beautiful facade. 

The Long Beach earthquake of March 10, 1933 had 
a magnitude of 6.3. Maximum. intensity: VIT-VIIL. 
Damage exceeded fifty million, There were one hundred 
and twenty fatalities. The epicenter was offshore, three 


miles southwest of Newport Beach. 

The Tehachapi quake on July 21, 1952 (4:52 a.m.) 
had a 7.7 magnitude, maximum intensity: X-NT. Twelve 
people were killed, ten in Tehachapi. The carth’s sur- 
face was ruptured for 17 miles between Arvin and Cali- 


ente, It was felt over an area of 160,000 square miles. 
In Death Valley that great figure of the Old West. 
Death Valley Scotty, said, “The temblor was about as 
strong as two mule kicks!” 

The preliminary Richter magnitude ratings place the 
1964 Alaskan earthquake among the greatest ever re- 
corded, The final magnitude assignment is believed to 
be in the 8.3-8.5 range. 

Caltech seismologists say that most parts of Califor- 
nia have about 200 earthquakes a year of magnitude 3 
or greater, and have one of magnitude 7 or greater 
about twice every 100 years. 

The night before the Killer Quake, I had a strange 
dream of death and destruction. The scene was the top 
floor of the Empire State Building in New York. There 
were no other floors. A huge deep slide connected the 
basement to the top. I was standing beside my car wait- 
ing for the car ahead of me to reach bottom. Suddenly 
the brakes to my car gave away, plunging it down the 
slide to destruction. I became so excited that I slipped 
and fell, terror gripped me as I shot down, and I said to 
myself, “This is the end!” 


THE MARK OF THE KILLER QUAKE 


Road by Engineering Building 
VA Hospital, Sylmar. 


Engineering Building at the Veterans Hospital was a total loss. 


Scenes of disaster and death at the ruins of the VA Hospital in Sylmar, 


Beneath these piles lie the dead. One man was found alive after 
58 hours; he saved his life by ducking under a sink. 
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A section of the Guest House at the Veterans Hospital. 
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A wing of the Veterans Hospital has dangerous tilt after the quake. 
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Personnel Building at VA Hospital. This photo tells why one 
shouldn’t run through a doorway during a quake. 


This building at the VA Hospital was bowed by the killer quake. 


Wreckage of VA Hospital in Sylmar which took a great toll of lives, 
including my friend, John P. Kane. 


An official car was uncovered at 
the VA Engineering Building 
a month after the quake. 


A blood transfusion being given to a patient pulled from the debris 
at the Veterans Hospital. 


Free water was provided by the city and private companies. 
Scene on Foothill Blvd. in Sylmar. 


Broken water mains at Hubbard and Glen Oaks Blvds. Many hundreds 
of water and gas lines were wrecked by the quake. 


Damaged car at the Wates home at 13800 Fenton St. in Sylmar. 
Their home was a total loss. 
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Giant freight engine toppled like small toy at the home of 
Charles Brown in San Fernando. 


Snakelike twisted tracks of the Union Pacific Railroad at the north end 
of Sylmar. Nearby the tracks were cut in two like butter. 


Earthquake damage to lower level of Freeway at Sylmar. 


A bit of twisted iron and cement is all that is left of this freeway 
section on the Golden State Freeway at Sylmar. 


Freeway span down across the road from the Sylmar Converter Station, 
north end of Sylmar. 
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Freeway span that was felled by the quake at the Golden State 
Freeway and Foothill Freeway, north end of Sylmar. 
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Bank of America in Saugus set up for business in this trailer when its 
new building suffered severe interior damage. 


Two headed model formed by the quake at the Mode O'Day store 
in Saugus. 


Parking lot at Boys Market showing havoc left by the great quake. 


Boys Market in San Fernando was a total loss. 
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Vons Market at Foothill and Sayre Blvds. held a parking lot sale at 
25 and 50 percent discounts. 


Sign in the front (no windows) TOTAL tells the story of the Alpha Beta 
Market on Sayre Street about half a mile below VA Hospital. 
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One of the many stores that was demolished in Sylmar. 


The Killer Earthquake didn’t miss anyone. It tried to awaken the dead 
who lie in this old cemetery at Bledsoe and Foothill Blvd. 
Sixty-four people were killed by quake. Most of the 
deaths were at the VA Hospital in Sylmar. 
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The Newhall area suffered great damage to homes and stores. The 

William S. Hart Ranch & Park’s greatest loss was in wall damage. This 

wall surrounds the Hart swimming pool. Mrs. Debbie Colvin of 23616 

N. Pine, Space 21, Newhall, was in labor at Holy Cross Hospital when 

the quake hit. She gave birth to a baby boy named Joshua, for as she 
said, “| thought the walls were tumbling down.” 


Demolished greenhouse owned by Lorraine Andrey, 
14152 Foothill Blvd. in Sylmar. 
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This was once a beautiful market — Phil’s in Sylmar. 
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The Sylmar Shopping Center was heavily damaged by the 
quake and fire. 


Erosion and pressure of billions of gallons of water held in Van Norman Reservoir brought 
compulsory evacuation of vast valley area following damage in killer earthquake. In lower 
left, portion of earthen dam has slipped into water. In center, huge section of sheathed struc- 
ture lies beneath surface of water. Ralph Samuels photo 
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The sidewalks at the Foothill Nursing Home near Lake View Terrace 
were raised 4 feet by killer quake. 


Wrecked wall at Ambrose Meyer home on Bledsoe Street in Sylmar. 

Their home was moved three feet off its foundations and is a total 

loss. The shed on the right was stabbed a mortal blow by the killer 

quake, crumbling to the earth a week after the killer’s reign of terror 
in the early morning. 


Hundreds of homes were badly damaged. The hardest hit were those 
constructed of block or brick. 


The old Hubbard home in San Fernando stood on the southwest corner 

of Fourth St. and Brand Blvd. The quake smashed it for a total loss. 

Recently it has been demolished by a wrecking crew. In recent years 
it has been a meeting hall for the Knights of Pythias. 


Home rendered unsafe by quake at Glen Oaks and Roxfora Blvds. 
in Sylmar. 


This $70,000 home was one of many homes demolished in Granada Hills. 


The Danhieux home on Borden Street in Sylmar in which Linda Danhieux 
was killed when the bedroom wall was toppled by the quake. 
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Broken insulators and transformers at Sylmar Pacific Converter Station 
lie useless. 


San Fernando Mission was one of the old 
buildings that rode the quake with minimum 
damage. In 1849 when the Lewis Manly party 
finally escaped the (then) terrors of Death 
Valley on the way to Los Angeles, they were 
overnight guests in this mission. Between New- 
hall and the mission they killed a huge grizzly 
bear. 


St. Ferdinand’s Catholic Church in San Fernando. Workmen razed the 
85 foot bell tower which suffered a line break at the 25 foot height. 
Other damages included statuary and loosened roof tile. The church 

has resumed services, 


Many thousands of beloved pets were turned loose by the killer quake. 

This charming puppy, renamed Quakie, arrived at the home of Rex 

Haney in San Fernando the day after the quake where he made claim 

to a good home. Haney said the puppy is still frightened, same as 
many humans. 
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GLENOAKs HARDING 


First Presbyterian Church facing brick has been removed for the survey 
of structural repair, The congregation is meeting for services at the 
First United Methodist Church. 


at : 


The San Fernando Mall suffered great damage 
to most of the stores. Repairing and rebuilding 
has made it possible to reopen the Mall. 
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This badly shaken antique store on Mackay Street in San Fernando 
was renamed after the wreckage. This building has recently been 
demolished. 


The Goodwill Store in San Fernando, like some people, 
needed props to keep them up. Some people used tran- 
quilizers, pills and just plain “firewater.” 


This liquor store with “CLOSED FOREVER” sign is alongside the demol- 
ished Alpha Beta Store in Sylmar. Most liquor stores suffered a seventy 
per cent loss. 
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The old laundry or linen building at Olive View. 


$33 million damage at Olive View. 
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Olive View outpatient building. This was a two-story building, The 
killer quake pushed the second story to ground level. 


The author at Olive View. 


Line of county ambulances trapped and other vehicles caught under 
collapsed roof of parking structure at Olive View. 


East wing of Olive View Hospital was one of four sections broken off in the tremor, Jagged 
left side of the block-like section at right is actually the bottom of the structure. Top, as it 
appears in the photograph, is the west wall. 
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Part of structure wrenched away from the main building at the new 
Olive View Hospital. 
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Part of the 1200 Olive View employees signing up for other county 
jobs. 


The mighty force of the killer quake felled the end off this wing 
of Olive View Hospital. 
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Leaning north wing severed from main building. 


Experts Tell What To Do In A Quake 


According to experts, here are a few basic 
rules on what to do when an earthquake strikes: 

Get out into an open area, such as a field, if 
possible, but be sure in your flight you do not 
come in range of falling debris. 

If in a downtown building do not run out 
into the street, where risk of being struck by 
collapsing walls or falling masonry is great. 

If at home or indoors anywhere, stand in a 
doorway, get under a desk or table, roll under 
a bed or seek out other havens which afford 


FOOTNOTES: 

The killer earthquake and its many after- 
shocks have caused hundreds of people to expe- 
rience unusual pains, muscle spasms and head- 
aches, according to Dr. Leonard Savage in a 
report delivered to the San Fernando Valley 
Chiropractic Society. “Quake Jitters” was the 
name given to these earthquake-related afflic- 
tions by Dr. Savage. 

The quake did several things besides the pain- 
ful injuries, death and heavy property losses. It 
knocked “poor” Howard Hughes clear off the 
front sheet. People were brought much closer to 
each other. Many who were strangers to each 
other are now friends. Many who were unem- 
ployed are now working. It gave all of us some- 
thing to think and talk about besides our aches 
and pains. The majority of people no longer 
bore you with their long winded talks of their 
very boring jobs. 

Most of the people and police were just won- 
derful, except for a couple of green rookies who 
prevented me from recording on film some great 
moments of history. These “boys” who can’t 
think for themselves in a disaster except to fol- 
low to the letter a rule book refused to honor 
my press pass signed by that great lawman, 
Chief of Police Robert B. White of Palm 
Springs, California. If Mayor Yorty and Chief 
of Police Ed Davis can’t assure me that it won’t 
happen again, then I'll go to Washington, to the 


overhead protection. 

At the same time, avoid masonry walls, chim- 
neys and large glass areas, all susceptible to 
collapse. 

When the shocks subside, check for injured 
persons and for fires. If there is evidence of gas 
leakage turn off the main gas valve. 

It is wise to store some water in the event 
supply lines are disrupted. 

Check your home for damage which could 
result in a fire if undetected. 


Supreme Court if necessary. For it is the law 
of the land you can’t prevent a man from earn- 
ing his “bread” in his occupation. To the “boys” 
I would love to take you over my knee and slap 
your young arses good, real good! 

Last November, Cy Babcock, “The Wildrose 
Kid” (built Wildrose Station in Death Valley), 
and I camped out in Death Valley at a spot we 
had named Nowhere, California. On the last 
day we stopped in Ballarat where I shot a roll 
of color film of the Wildrose Kid. 

Four days before the quake, I left that roll of 
film in the VA Canteen on Sayre Street to be 
processed. Unknown to me at the time, the 
Wildrose Kid, on the day of the quake was 
buried in Prineville, Oregon. Strange isn’t it? 
Thanks to Gerald Andrew, an employee of the 
VA, recently located this priceless film of my 
dear friend. 

Bob Mowbray, an officer of the Sylmar Police 
Department, told me that the citizens of Sylmar 
are banding together to sign a petition to change 
the name of Sylmar to “QUAKE CITY.” Then 
draw up whatever legal papers are necessary to 
secede from the Union. Replace the bear on the 
California flag with a big gopher. We would 
then be a foreign country and, as such, the 
United States of America would gladly give us 
free all the aid and money, like they have aided 
all other foreign countries hit by a disaster. 


BOOKS BY TOM G. WOURRAY 
DEATH VALLEY SCOTTY 


SELDOM SEE 


y SLIM 


*DEATH VALLEY: THE VALLEY OF FIRE 
*FABULOUS DEATH VALLEY SCOTTY 
*IKE’S LITTLE RED SCHOOL HOUSE 


*Books to be published 
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The author found this Christmas card among the rubble of his home in Sylmar. 
It was signed “Jake,” from his good friend, George Jacobs, in Steelton, Penn. 


